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menacing the peace of Europe; and that, in any case, if
there was a question of any moderating influence, this
should be exercised not only in St. Petersburg, but first of
all in Vienna. As a result of his conversation with Baron
Schoen, the Minister declined to accept the German pro-
posal.78
The last paragraph of Sazonov's telegram and the whole
of Izvolski's reply, both of which were suppressed from the
Russian Orange Book along with other passages which did
not square with the Russian thesis that Germany was to
blame and that Russia had done everything possible to avert
war, throw a new light on Russian diplomacy in the July
crisis. Russia and her French ally were insisting that
Berlin exercise a moderating influence at Vienna, while
Russia herself refused from the outset to accept any such
influence, and was supported in this by France. In this
respect Russia was pursuing an uncompromising attitude,
threatening to the peace of Europe, exactly analogous to
that of Germany from July 5 to 28, who had been insisting
that France and England should exercise a moderating in-
fluence at St. Petersburg, while she herself refused to do
likewise at Vienna. But there was soon a difference: by
July 28 Germany had abandoned her hitherto uncompromis-
ing attitude, as we shall see later, and really began to
attempt to exercise an increasingly strong moderating influ-
ence at Vienna; but France and England continued to
refrain from restraining Russia, and Russia proceeded to
the general mobilization, which she had been warned would
make a European War inevitable.
Since none of the Powers, except Italy, gave an imme-
diate and unconditional acceptance to his conference pro-
posal, and since Russia and Germany decidedly preferred
to await first the success of the "direct negotiations," Grey
i to Sazonov, tg. no. 198, July 28; M.FJR,, p. 517; Romberg
p. 30; Livre Ncir, II, p. 283.

